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Cross-section of native agroforestry practices 

Positive interactions within plant 

communities increase productivity. 
Just as people in communities help each other, 

research* has found that plants benefit from 

positive interactions within plant communities.  

As members of a riparian (streamside) forest 

community, native plants along the Shooks Run 

drainageway interact in beneficial ways.  This 

enhances their productivity and ability to reduce 

erosion, provide wildlife habitat and store carbon.   Shooks Run riparian forest community  

What is the Shooks Run Agroforestry Project? 
It’s a partnership of residents and volunteers with the riparian forest 

community.  Its goal is to cultivate native agroforests along Shooks Run. 
 

What is a native agroforest?  It's the integration of 

woody agriculture with an indigenous forest community that: 

 Replicates and builds upon the structure of the indigenous forest; 

 Is sustained by positive symbiosis among the native species; and 

 Produces ecosystem services, including foods and other resources. 

How are native agroforests cultivated?  A “field guide” 

was developed from a spacial analysis of a native riparian forest.  It aids 

in the planting of trees and shrubs in assemblages that foster positive 

interactions.  The Project has provided training and native plants to 

students and volunteers who have used the field guide along Shooks Run. 

 

 
Shooks Run 

Private or public property: 

"Riparian forest buffer" 

Private property: 

Individually owned 

"homegarden" with 

native and compatible 

non-native plants 

Public property: 

Community-owned 

"forest garden" 

For Project information, contact: 

shooksrun_agroforestry@yahoo.com 

or Gary Rapp at 719-636-9075. Revised July 2015 

Structural diagram of  

a forest community’s 

positive interactions. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices/
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